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REPCEY OF TIE CIVIL ATRONAUTICS BOARD
on the
Investigation of &n Accident Involving Aircraft
During a Cross—Country Practice Flaght
Albert Francis Johns, age 42, was fatally anjured in an accident which
occurrced about 4 rmiles northeast of Derry, Pennsylvania, at approximately
4400 P m on August 1, 1943 Johns neld a ctudent pilot certificate which
had not been endorsed for cross—country flyaing. He had accurmlatod zbout
17 hours of soloc flight tame. Tho aircraft, a Taylorcrart LC-65, I1IC 24384,
owned by the pilet and J. C. Graham, “.as extensively damaged.

Johns secured clearance for a eross—country flight to Leechburg,
Pennsylvanra and took off from the New Ak-xandria, Pernsylvania Airport at
dpproxinalely 3:45 p.ri, He ras ooserved a few minutes later in the
vicinity of Derry, at an altitude oi 200 to 300 feet, cirsling the hone
cof friends and waving and shouting to tnem as he flew over thelr house.
After several mnutes of retkless I'lying the pilot headed bace in the di-
rectaon of MNew flexancria, still at a low ali-tude. [ho Iricnds did not
see the flight thereafter but 8 fow scconds later tqey heard a crash and
located tnc @ircrait in a wrecleo cordition on a hillside about 400 feet
from thcir housc. Dvidence inurcated thot the planc haa struck the ground
at an angle of approximetely 352, bounecc for-ara and stopoed 1n an up-
right positaion. . ‘

m¥amnation of the .reckase revesled no «vadonce of failure of any
part of the alrcraft prior to the aceident and +h ranncr an whach the pro-
peller vas broken andicated that consicersble pover ias going asveloped at
the time of zmpact,

Johns display.d Iittle or no regerd for safety in his apoerent ¢ffort
to "show off" for the benafal of has friends on the ground ana 1t appears
that in so doing e 1nawvertontly stalled the airnlane at a low alisztude.

The probatlc caase ol ihils accidenl "as recklessness and overcenfidence
on the part of the stuscnu pilot.

BY TJ4C BOARD

/s/ Fred L, Toorbs
Secretary
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